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Abstract 

Kelly, P.G. and Reid, C. A.M., 1999. Designation of type species for the genera of Australian 
paropsine beetles (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidac). Memoirs of Museum Victoria 57: 263-266. 

Type species are listed for all Australian genera in the subtribe Paropsina, including neces- 
sary first designations for Chrysophtbarta Weise, Faex Weise, Notoclea Marsham, Pyrgoides 
gen. nov., Sierromela Weise, Tracbymela Weise and Trochalodes Weise. The synonymy of 
Notoclea with Paropsis Olivier, and Pyrgoides with Acacicola Lea are confinned. A new 
species synonym is recorded: Paropsis bamadryas Stal - Acacicola tvistis Lea. 


Introduction 

The paropsine ehrysomelids arc among the most 
diverse and taxonomically intricate group of 
beetles associated with natural vegetation in 
Australian. A few paropsincs have in recent years 
become serious pests in cucalypt plantations in 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Many 
of the 450 described species have been allocated 
uncritically to genus and the genera themselves 
have not always been delineated clearly. This 
paper is a start towards resolving these taxonomic 
problems. 

The genus Paropsis was erected by Olivier 
(1807) for 14 Australian chrysomelid species. 
Marsham ( 1 808) erected the genus Notoclea with 
20 species which were incoiporated into Paropsis 
by Olivier (1825). Subsequently, Boisduval 
(1835), Eriehson (1842), Gennar (1848), Bohe- 
man (1858), Stal (I860), Clark (1864, 1866), 
Baly (1864), Chapuis (1877) and Blackburn 
(1890-1901) added large numbers of species to 
the genus, so that by 1916, 406 species were 
listed from Australia (Weise, 1916). Since 1916, 
a number of species have been described by 
Weise (1817, 1923), Lea (1924), Gressitt (1963) 
and Selman (1983), and the current total is about 
450 species. 

This large number of rather similar species, 
many with quite inadequate descriptions, has 


made identification by later workers very 
difficult. Several attempts have been made to 
split Paropsis into smaller groups. Motschulsky 
(1960) split three genera from Paropsis, namely 
Dicranosterna, Niliosoma, and Paropsis tenia. 
Blackburn, in a scries of papers (1897a 1901) 
arranged Paropsis into five '"groups” and a num- 
ber of “subgroups” wdiile still retaining the genus 
Paropsis for all species. Weise (1901-1915) split 
Paropsis into nine genera: Sterromela Weise, 
Trochalodes Weise, and Dicraiiostenui Mot- 
schulsky in the tribe Dicranosternini Weise and 
Paropsis Olivier, Paropsisterua Motschulsky, 
Clnysophtharta Weise, Trachymela Weise, Faex 
Weise, Procris Weise, Philhydrouopa Weise and 
Pyrgo Weise in the tribe Paropsinini Weise. Most 
of these genera are poorly diagnosed with no 
accompanying illustrations. Some are defined 
only by the species that Weise placed in them and 
most lack designated type species. 

Daccordi (1994) presented a checklist of world 
chrysomeline genera and made several new syn- 
onymic designations in the paropsine genera, thus 
at present 15 Australian genera are considered 
valid. 

For this paper type specimens were examined 
for most designated type species and where none 
was available specimens named by Blackbum or 
Lea were used. The validity of these genera is not 
discussed here. 
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Aiish ;ili:in ic imiies in (he Pnro|)sinn 
(sr//,v// Dacconli, 1994), \vi(li desi^iuHed (ype 
species 

The mime C'occinclloidcs Liilrcillc is not lisleci 
hclow. Selmaii (1963) Ibllowing Weisc (1916) 
ehiimcci Unit this is an available geneiic-raiik 
name based on a species, ‘‘aiislralasiae'’, witlioiil 
aiitboiship. Me then decided tlial ('lirysoiiirla 
(iifsiraldsiur I’abricius was tbe intended spec- 
ies and deelared this to be the type species. 
We believe that the phrase '‘eoeeinelloides 
anstralasiae’’ oT Latreille (IS07:5X) was never 
meant to be generic but was merely descriptive 
and this is clearly bow Latreille uses the term 
‘eoeeinelloides’ in a later work ( 1X25: 10). 

Antneolu Lea, 1902: 392 

Type species. Avaeieola (ris/is Lea, 1903 by 
monotypy, 

( hontiromriii Weise, 1915: 435 

Ty/>e s/HU'ies. (lioiufroniclu mjoeheryi Weise, 
1915 by monolypy. 

( Inysophtharta Weise, 1901: 1 65 

Type species. Weise (1901) did not nominate a 
type species but listed six species. The llrst of 
these, f*iiro/)sis nohifitafa L!richson, 1X42, is here 
designated type species. 

Dierauostentu Motscluilsky, 1X60; 193 

Type species, raropsis piece (divicr, 1X07 by 
original tiesignation, 

/ iuw Weise 1901 : 165 

7'ypc s/>e('ies. Weise (1901) did not designate a 
type species hut listed three species names. 1 he 
(list, ritropsis //o^///7;(7////,v ( hapuis, IX77 is here 
designated type species. 

Siliosoniu Motscluilsky, IX60: 1 94 

Type species. l\iropsis lesiaeeu Olivier, 1X07 by 
original designation. I his species is unrecognis- 
able and the type is apparently lost. NUiosouui is 
there Tore a iionieii (liihiiiiii and unusable, but it 
any case it has always been ignored by Australian 
wt)ikers. 

i\ofoe/ra Marsbam, IXOX: 2X3 

l'\pe s/yci'ies. Marsbam ilescribed 20 species in 
Ihis genus but laded to designate a type. Noioclea 
ohsoleta Marsbam, IXOX is hereby designated 
type species, Notoi'len ohsole/a is a Junior 


synonym and homonym of l^aropsis uhsoleia 
Olivier, IXOX tbererore synonymy of the two 
genera is coiinrmcd (Daccordi, 1 994). 

Novacastria Sc I m a n , 1 9X3 a : I 7 9 

Type species. Novacastria Notftu/a<^i Sc I man, 

1 9X3 by original designation and monotypy. 

Paropsides M ot sch u I sky , I X60: 1 92 

Type species. Puropsis (laodeeiinpns/niata 
(iebler, IX25 by original designation. 

Paropsis Olivier, IX07: 596 

Type species. Paropsis ohsoleta Olivier, IX07 by 
subseciuent designation (Selman, 1 963). 

/A/ /7;/M7,v/r/7/^/ Motscluilsky, IX60: 1 92 

Typ(' spedes. Noiodea se.xpiistniala Marsbam, 
IXOX by original designation. 

Pl/dltydronopa V^c\sc, 1 90 1: 1 66 

fy/ye s/yedes. Paropsis aenei/)eiiiiis C'hapuis, 
1X77 by original designation. 

Procrisitta Aslam, 196X: 1 29 

Pnxris Weise, 1 90 1: 1 65, nec I’abricius, IX07 
(Junior homonym). 

Cloi'iiidiiiu .lolivet, I957; I70, nec Kboda- 
lerieh, 1 930 (Junior homonym). 

Clorindiella .lolivet, 1 97 1: 3X2 (unecessary 
nom. novx). 

T\pe .species. Paropsis pictipeiinis Hoheman, 
IX5X by original designation (Weise, I90I). 

Pyr^oides gen. nov. 

Pyryo Weise 1 90 1; 1 66, nec DelVanee, IX24 
(Junior homonym). 

Pyryoides Aslam, 196X: 1 29 (nomen nudum, 
no type species) 

Type species. 'Hie name Pyi'o}^oides was proposed 
by Aslam (I96X) as a replacement name lor the 
preoccupied Pyiiio Weise, Published after 1 930 
AslaiiTs name is unavailable as no type species 
was designated (ICZN Article 13(b)). We make it 
available here. Weise (1901) did not designate a 
(ype species of Pyr^o but listed a number of 
species to be included in bis genus. Paropsis 
liamadryas Stal, I X60, one ofthese, is hereby des- 
ignated type species. This species is a senior syn- 
onym of Acaeicola trisiis I.ea (syii. nov.; types 
examined), thereby eonllrming synonymy of 
Pyra^oides with Acaeicola l.ea (Daceordi, 1994). 
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UltaehosfenHt 1^)17: 124 

7ypc s/)ccics. Rhachostcnui sciofa Weisc, 1417 
by niotiolypy. 

Stcrvontela Wcise, 1415: 456 

Type species. Weisc ( 1 4 1 5) phiccci lour species of 
PiU'opsis in Sterromela willioul desigtialinj^ a type 
species. I he llrsl named ol‘ ilic.se, Pampsis suh- 
costata ( hapuis, I<S77 is here designaleil type 
species. 

Weisc, 1401; 167 

Type species. No type species was designaled 
by Weise (1401) bill Ihree species were named, 
two erroneously. The llrsl and only correclly 
named species, Paropsis eiree Slal, l(S60 is here 
designalcd Ihe lype species. 

Tvachymela Weise, I40S; (S 

Type species. No lype species was deisgnaled by 
Weise bul he lisled ihree species names and, by 
inicrenee, all species in BlackbiiriTs (ironp III of 
Paropsis. One of ihe lisled names, Paropsis 
sloa/ici lilackburn 1847, is here destgnaled lype 
species. 

Xuniho^ratttmu Weise, 1425: 65 

Type species. Xaafhoyra/ama pellaeida Weise, 
1425 by monolypy. 
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